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Design Event 2011 

Design Event 2011 was a huge success, with 23 events, exhibitions, tours and talks taking place over Newcastle and Gateshead from 14-18 October. Now in its seventh year, this celebration of Northern design talent, saw 31 designers based in the north of England, show their wares at Design Event Mart at The BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art – a focal point of the festival. The beautiful array of designs on offer ranged from furniture, lighting and home-wares to jewellery and graphics. Over 3000 visitors attended the three-day event and purchased these exclusive products, with sales figures doubling on 2010. 

Anyone still wishing to see or buy the items shown can do so at www.britishbydesign.org - an e-commerce website launched by Design Event to showcase high quality innovative products designed in Britain all year round. Expect to see work from Deadgood, Nous Vous and Rethinkthings.

As part of the festival, Design Event commissioned eight new designers to develop a product using materials or processes they’ve not used before, in order to create eight exclusive products for the Mart. The resulting designs formed ‘Design Event Presents’ and raised the profile of the eight design newcomers from the north of England. These products are also for sale at www.britishbydesign.org

One of these newcomers, David Irwin, a recent Northumbria University design graduate, won the Design Event Award for Best Interior Product, for his Miners Lamp, presented by Living North Magazine.  

David Irwin comments, ‘I wanted to create something that has a link to the industrial heritage of the North of England. I became interested in the Mining lamp and its design evolution from early Davy lamps and the Geordie lamp to carbide lamps and today’s battery powered equivalents.  An idea then evolved to design a small domestic light re-appropriating the mining lamp by referencing both its form and functional nature’.

Other Design Event award winners were:

Most Innovative use of Materials: SILI mugs by Northumbria University design graduate Hannah Wales.  Presented by Formica (manufacturers).

‘These products were the result of an exploration into the ways in which surface finish can both visually and physically enhance an object. I experimented with Silicone, which is a soft, tactile material that tempts the user to touch and hold it. It is resistant to heat and water and incredibly hard wearing. The woolen texture of the protective silicone mug sleeves relates to the protective, warming nature of knitted clothing’. Hannah Wales.
Most Forward-thinking Product: Tatsuya Akita Desk Accessories. Presented by trend forecasters, Trendbible. 

Best Retail Product: Tatsuya Akita Desk Accessories. Presented by Newcastle design studio, Founded.

‘The process involved in the mixed media desk accessory is the combination of craft and industrial technique. My intention for these mixed media desk accessories was to keep it simple, functional, and practical. This range of desk accessories uses wooden rings as a jointing feature and I use three materials; metal, wood, and concrete. Concrete is heavy so gives weight where necessary’. Tatsuya Akita.
Elsewhere, within Design Event, Deadgood showed their latest collections on home turf for the first time. Crowds flocked to see the Harvey sofa, Doodle rug by John Burgerman, Wire mesh chair by Viable London and Ribbon stool by Nick Rawcliffe. 

'We received a fantastic response to our show and felt there was a real buzz

around the opening night. It was great to show people locally what we're up

to on a national level.' Elliot Brook Deadgood Director
Design Event was established in 2005 to support designers across the region, especially graduates and those at the early-mid stages of their careers; and to provide a platform for the public to engage with good design. 

Following this year’s festival, Design Event will become a biennial event in Newcastle and Gateshead. In the alternate years, Design Event will take a group of Northern designers to exhibit at the London Design Festival, which takes place annually in September. 2010’s inaugural participation with eight Design Event designers at 100% Design proved a big success.
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