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PRESS RELEASE

Design Event North East: 22-31 October 2010

We’re Talking Design!

The Design Event North East festival, now in its sixth year, will take place from 22-31 October with the theme of Conversation.

Over 30 exhibitions, events, workshops and talks will take place through out the region launching with the Design Event MART (22-24 October), a curated exhibition of new products by regional designers.  The exhibition takes place at BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art and will examine the making process of each of these products, from inception through to finished item.  The works, which include jewellery, furniture and interiors products will be for sale or commission.

Another major highlight of the festival will be the Modern Art of Conversation, a street based exhibition in Newcastle with 12 leading international contemporary image-makers responding to a reworked version of the 1936 document, The Art of Conversation, by Milton Wright.

Other exhibitions and events include: 

· Maxims for Modern Life at Northern Gallery for Contemporary Art, Sunderland

· PechaKucha Night Newcastle #5

· Growing Forest from Aether and Hemera at The Shed, Gateshead

· Blind Design from ‘Punk Rock ECO designers’ Cohda

· Droodlings, and exhibition by Craww at Electrik Sheep Gallery, Newcastle

For full festival listings please visit www.design-event.co.uk

Design Event North East is funded by Arts Council England, North East and Northern Rock Foundation and One North East.

(ENDS)

Notes to editors:

Background

In 2005, Design Event North East was the first regional design festival to take place in the UK outside of London, which is a true credit to the region’s creativity.  Design has since been identified as a key driver to the region’s economy.

Design Event grew from a group of local designers wanting to showcase the burgeoning design community, which was growing in the region.  Since the first incarnation, Design Event North East has grown to become a region wide festival, which in 2009 welcomed 37,500 visitors over a 10-day period. 

In addition to the festival Design Event deliver a programme of design based exhibitions, talks, events, professional development workshops and for the first time will take a group of designers from the North East to exhibit at 100% Design in London during the 2010 London Design Festival.

Design Event has 3 key aims:

1) To celebrate design in the North East and raise knowledge and understanding of design.

2) To support regional designers, and develop a sustainable supportive design community.

3) To put the North East on the map as a hotbed of design talent and creativity across design disciplines.
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